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Letters to the Editor Quality control in haemoglobin determination using the Coulter Counter S: a preliminary note
In a recent letter to the Editor, Prangnell and Johnson (1976) 1 pointed out that, using a Coulter Counter S with calibration of the haemoglobin levels against three cyanmethaemoglobin standards, the results averaged 0 5 g/dl higher than in laboratories using Coulter 4C to calibrate their machines. In the same way, Lewis (1976) , in a comment on this letter, says that in the national quality control trials it has been found that participants using Coulter S produce a lower mean value for haemoglobin than when using other systems, although the difference is in the order of 0-2-0-3 g/dl; 0 5 g/dl is just within 2SD. It seems likely that these differences are due to the use of 4C as a calibrating material.
In our laboratory we use a Coulter
Counter S with calibration 4C under a daily programme control described previously (Paz et al., 1977 Pathology, 30, [487] [488] [489] [490] [491] or Isoton II as a diluent does not affect the results of haemoglobin estimation provided by the instrument (Barnard et al., 1976) .
We hope very soon to finish a full study of the accuracy reached in the determination of haemoglobin with the Coulter S, using 4C as a calibrator. 
